Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

No full order this time, because this was a unique service for Good Friday – This sermon might not fit into your normal series because of that.
Here are the songs used though: 353, 03, 279, 285, 291, 523

And Readings: Mark 15, Isaiah 53, Romans 5:1-11, and Philippians 2:1-11

GOOD FRIDAY Sermon: “Even on a Cross!”



Philippians #13
Text: Philippians 2:1-11 (8) 
Reading:   Romans 5:1-11, Mark 1-21-47, Isaiah 53:1-12
Introduction:
 Children, I want to ask you some questions this morning, and I would like you to hold your hand up and keep holding them up as I ask… (1) Have you ever told a Lie? 2) Have you ever hit your bro/Sis? 3) Have you EVER disobeyed your Parents? – At this point, EVERYONE OF YOU SHOULD BE HOLDING YOUR HANDS UP!!

Well, let’s not just pick on the children… You Adults: How about you… Have you ever told a lie? Have you ever hated someone without just cause? Have you ever broken the speed limit? Have you ever disobeyed authority?
AGAIN – Everyone’s hands should be up at this point! 

AT THIS POINT, I have some good news and some bad news… The Bad News first: God NEVER overlooks sin! God never looks at your disobedience and says, “ I am going to let this one slide, but next time, you’ll be in trouble.” NOPE!! God doesn’t take sin or disobedience lightly at all!! On the contrary – EVERY SIN that has EVER been committed, EVERY Crime against God’s law MUST BE PUNISHED. 






No exceptions, ever! Every bad thought, every wrong look, every bad attitude, every rude word, every hateful action, every act of disobedience big or small MUST BE… and WILL be… or HAS Been Punished by God! 
The Good News is this though… God punished Jesus Christ on the cross for the sins of His people, and all those who turn to trust in Jesus WILL BE SAVED from their sin!  
(Review) On last Sunday morning, we began looking at vs.5-11. We saw that there is a Command, an Example and a Reward described here, and we began by looking at the Command to Follow Christ’s example in Humble Sacrifice! 
I took much time to develop the scale of the stars to hopefully give you a right understanding of How Great our God truly is… and also to specifically help you understand the depths to which Jesus Christ stooped in order to become a man. He was infinitely great, all powerful, awesome in glory and grandeur beyond the greatest stars and galaxies… and he humbly submitted Himself to becoming a man: to live, die and rise again for sinners like you & me! 
And God calls you and me to adopt this same approach as the Lord Jesus – to be willing to humble ourselves and empty ourselves of our rights, so that we might love and serve God – by loving others in His name! 
This morning, I want to pause to dwell particularly on vs.8: READ

The Infinite, Glorious God, Became a man, and Humbled Himself to suffer and Die as our substitute and Savior! As we look at this passage we’ll learn one central lesson or theme: Christ humbled Himself to take the Curse for Christians!
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Humility of the Cross 
II. The Curse of the Cross
Let’s begin with:

I. The Humility of the Cross      
(REPEAT)
AS we identified last time from John 1: All things came into being BY HIM (by Christ the Word of God), and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being! In other words: All things were created by and through CHRIST – God the Son! He is the one who spoke stars into existence. AND THIS Awesome Divine Ruler and Creator did not consider equality with God a thing to be held onto, but instead, made HIMSELF Nothing to be made Man.
There is some debate about the first part of vs.8 – Being found in appearance as a man … What does it add? I believe that this is part of the progression that Paul has been making in His argument. Paul is expanding on the extent to which Jesus went to humble Himself. 

It was infinitely humbling for God the Son to be made a servant (vs.7) – ANY Created being is a Servant to the almighty Creator! Had Jesus taken to Himself the exalted form of a glorious angel – it would have been humbling for Jesus as the CREATOR GOD!! But Jesus Had taken to Himself, first a form of a servant – He took a created Form – something created for the sole purpose of serving God!!
 Then secondly, vs7, more than that, Jesus had  been made in the likeness of men! HE became a HUMAN \with all its puny weakness and relative insignificance.  AND THEN in VS.8, Paul repeats the concept of the humility of Christ’s situation a 3rd time: being found in appearance as a man. I have always thought that this repetition is meant to highlight the true humanity of Christ. He lived with the full Human experience, sickness, fatigue, temptation, and all our struggles…

And THEN if that were not enough – IF that were not glorious enough – AS A MAN, Jesus humbled Himself to the point of Death. Consider for a moment, the humility and shame for the Author of Life – to suffer death!

GOD IS LIFE – Death is simply the absence of life… And so Here is the being who created life! Here is the member of the God-head who most likely said in Genesis “Let us make man in our image and likeness!” This is the one in whom we live and move and have our being! This Jesus was sustaining the whole universe with His Divine Power even while He was growing up as a human child!

And yet, He was willing to experience the weakness, sickness and frustrations of our existence, so that He could provide the perfect Righteousness which God requires! Then He submitted to the point of experiencing DEATH! 

Jesus endured SHAME in taking a Creaturely Form. 

SHAME in becoming a HUMAN – when Humanity was in rebellion/sin – cursed by God!

SHAME in submitting even to DIE

AND THEN worse than that – the SHAME of Even Death on a Cross!

And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Curse of the Cross        (REPEAT)
Now, this is where a bit of background info would be helpful! Why did Paul include this phrase? Even death on a Cross? 

1) First of all, because the Philippians knew that they would not be killed that way if they committed a capital Crime! The Philippian church was made up of Roman citizens who were proud of their Roman citizenship. Roman Citizens were normally executed more humanely – they were beheaded, which is a quick death. 

But the Enemies of Rome, the non-citizen criminals were HUNG on a Cross. We read of Jesus’ crucifixion and we can see what normally happened. Each step is mentioned rather routinely – after having Jesus scourged, Pilate handed Him over to be crucified. Oh, He was just scourged… No biggie!

But by that point, Jesus had already been beaten in Caiphas the High Priest’s house, and exhausted and bloody, Jesus is standing before Pilate. And when Pilate had him scourged – this was a whipping according to Roman tradition by a flagellus – a whip similar in style to what we call the Cat O’ 9 Tails… It was a whip with 3 strips of leather embedded with broken glass, bone or lead weights, and was used to remove the skin of the criminal. According to historical accounts, criminals often died from the flogging alone! And so, as we come into verses 16-20 of Mark 15, we see Jesus get a 3rd beating on top of the others When the entire company of soldiers gathered around Jesus and mocked Him, spat on Him and beat Him.  Those things were just the preliminary to the Cross!

Jesus then was led to the place of execution. He was expected to carry His own Cross to Calvary’s hill, but after a while He physically couldn’t do so anymore. HE was already dying from a human point of view. But then He was taken to the Place of the Skull – aptly named as a place of executions!
After an excruciatingly long night, At 9 in the morning, Jesus was hung on the Cross. Even while on the cross, the mocking and shame didn’t stop, if anything that part of His suffering intensified – especially since the place of executions was always in very public to maximize the deterrent effect! And so, in addition to the religious leaders, random passersby were taunting Jesus as well! 


And so Mark paints those first 3 hours on the cross – There Jesus was: Beaten, bloody, stripped of His clothes and naked, With the skin on his back most likely gone – rubbing against the wood of the cross, hanging from nails in His hands and feet, and taunted by His enemies and even by strangers… And the only way to breathe, was to push and pull up on the nails, while scraping the raw skin on the wood of the cross –to gasp a breathe! Up to this point, Jesus’ torture was primarily physical, inflicted by human hands…But accursed by all human standards!
But that wasn’t the true curse of it!
That was the purely physical, emotional and mental.

But there was way more to the Curse of the Cross. The second reason Paul tells us “even a cross” is because way Back in Deut. 21:23 – God told the Israelites not to leave dead bodies of criminals hanging on a tree/pole overnight! For cursed is everyone who hangs on a Tree, and to leave them overnight brings a curse on the land! When Jesus submitted to dying on a cross – He was willing to be cursed for sin! AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT GOD DID TO HIM! God the Father gave Jesus the Full Hellish Curse for Sin (as we looked at last Sunday night!).

Mark described when that happened: As Jesus began to physically taste death, the world around Him grew dark. We are told the whole land was covered in darkness for the space of 3 hours… WHY? What was going on? Up to this point, We Jesus had primarily suffered physical aspects of the crucifixion … He was rejected, condemned, mocked, beaten and crucified – but for those 3 hours of darkness from noon to 3pm, Jesus was experiencing the worst part of His crucifixion – worse than ALL the physical torture, was the intense wrath of God – and separation from God the Father. 








That separation is the torment which makes Hell – hellish, and an eternity of that wrath was poured out on Christ all at the same time – during those few hours! Sadly, many try to explain that Jesus’ crucifixion coincided with a dark thunderstorm, or an eclipse of the Sun… we need not look for such naturalistic explanations! 



For we are told in Colossians 1:15 and following, that Jesus Christ is God, and that by HIM all things were created, both in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or powers, or rulers, or authorities; all things were created BY Him and FOR Him – He is before all things, AND IN HIM ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER! 

So, there on the cross, was the Creator of all things, And IN HIM, all things held together – And as Jesus was suffering and dying, the world He held together responded by growing dark around Him! 





This was a supernatural response to the giver of life, experiencing HELL!

But as horrific as Jesus’ death was… it isn’t bad news! 











In fact ,it is the most glorious news possible! 
THIS Is what we read about in Rom 5: While we were still helpless, at the RIGHT TIME, Christ died for the ungodly!
This was the love of God for you and me… while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!
Christ lived the perfect life that God requires, and He died the cursed death that you deserve to die, so that through faith in Him – You and I might be reconciled to God! WE Are saved by His Life, Death and Resurrection!
Conclusion:
The Challenge of this day then is this: IS this good news for you?!

You know, Good news is only Good – if it is good for you!
 If you are an avid sport fan… you might be happy or upset on a given day depending on whether your team won or lost. If I came in excited that the All Blacks won against the Sprink Boks – many of you might not be surprised, but you might not think it was good news!


So, I guess that leads to the question I need you to answer this morning… Whose team are you on? Have you turned from living life your way to trust in Christ? 

IS the news of His life, death and resurrection GOOD NEWS to you?!
IF NOT… Repent, and believe! There is no other way of salvation!

But what if you have believed??? … Does this truth still affect you?! 
SO OFTEN, people profess Christ and join the church… and then they don’t actually live any differently!


 DOES YOUR SALVATION GRIP YOUR VERY SOUL!!!??? 

Are you delighted with and affected by the Sacrifice of Christ? 



DOES THAT GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE AFFECT THE WAY YOU LIVE AND ACT at Work, At Home, EVERYWHERE?!


IF NOT, Then you need to consider if you have actually repented and believed!

ON THIS DAY, when we remember the cross of Christ…

I desperately want you to be in Christ – FOR REAL! If I am describing you… then confess it to God! 
Ask God to forgive you for your sin! 

Ask God to save you thru faith in Christ! 

And Please remember: your forgiveness does not rest in your performance,










 but in the perfection and sacrifice of Christ! 



Look to Jesus! Trust in the Divine Son of God who humbled Himself to the point of Death, even death on a cross, so that sinners like you and me might be forgiven and saved eternally! 

Accept this gift of God, simply by turning to believe, and then LIVE For the One who died for you!





Jesus Christ! 

HALLELUJAH… What a Savior!

AMEN.
